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AhSIfACX 

The hypothesis that the educational and occupatioaal 
aspirations of students Mho choose to attend a vocational high school 
differ fro» those attending conventional high schools va^s tested* The 
educational and occupational aspirations and expectations of 10th 
grade high school students in a vocational high school vere compared 
tfith those of 1Cth grade students in tMO conventional high schools in 
Anderson, Soutb Carolina « Adsinistered to all 10th grade students in 
the three schools on the day of intervieir in 1972^ questionnaire 
responses nere obtained for 236 and 80 white males; 250 and 76 vhite 
females; 60 and k nonvhite males; and 65 and 14 nonirhitc females from 
the **normal'* and vocational schools respectively* Bemmrts indicated: 
(1) the hypoxhesis nas supportable; {2} a loner proportion of 
students from the vocational school had a preference for professional 
^Ld technical occupations (mith the exception of the nonmhite males# 
yhere the small number precluded conclusions) ; (3) a larger 
prcportioci of both irhite and nonifhite female vocational students 
aspired ^o clerical # saleSr or service norlter jobs; (4) mith the 
exception of nonmhite females^ a smaller proportion of the vocational 
students vere interested in higher education; and (5) more of the 
vocational students Mere desirous of completing their formal training 
vxth vocational or high school, (JC) 
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[fl^* OOCUMCHIT MAS (U^N ttC^'KO- 
PMffO l??(A<TtV AS li{CC£lveO f ROV. 
nMT ^e«SOM 0« OHOANiZATlON OtlOiN' 

3W€D 00 I40T JMECi$«^A«if V »0f»PE* 
ilHTC^riCIAtKATfONAt *NST»TUT€Of^ 

pHKATKwi^osmwoRi^ucy Lducotioriul .ju<} Occupational /V.piratlon^ uf OtuJcntc 

in Three High Schuols in Anc'erson, Suuih Carolina, \^7}-^ 

Virlyn A* boyd and fkificy J. Pt:t ti^jrcw^.' 

'Op Ba ck<j round 

During the course of participatjnu in Suuihcrn Rtigional Rct^C'irch Pro- 
*^ juct S-81, **Developinent, of Human Resource Potentials of Rural Youth in the 

CD South and Their Patterns of Mobility/* data have been collected that pro- 

l^j vide an opportunity to compare the educational and occupational a:>pi rations 

of students v/hd have elected to attend a vocational hitjh school v/ith other 
students in the saase geographic locality v;!io arc attend5n<ii **rc9ular*' high 

SCiiOol s* 

The locale ^involved is School District Five of Anderson County South 
Carolina. Th^is school district Is made up of the city of Anderson and its 
iMnr/ediate environs. In tv;c of the three hi<3h fichools in the district 
and WeStside) students follow traditional <jencral and colle<jc preparatory 
curricula v/hiie tfie stucJents in the third high school (McUuffie) comprise a 
select group in that they choose to attead llcDuffle because, of i vocational 
proyran. 

Student Selection frocess 

Students are assigned to attend either Ha^na or V/cstside according to 
their place of residence with llanna beiny located In the northeast side of 
tne district and V/estside on the southwest side. Students from any part of 
tJ*c district may elect to attend HcDuffie. ^ 

The process by which students are selected to attend licDuffie is as 
fol lows: 

I, During the school year, guidance counselors from McOuft ic present 
to all ninth grade students in the School District a slide ^ro\\Ttis\\ explaining 
thti tv^elve vocational progran^s offered at McDuffio. 

1. In the second step, all ninth graders in the district attend an 
orientation session at McDuffic High* This session includes a description of 
ti)c progroms at KcDuffie and a tour with student guides during v/hixh the ninth 
^:^r^il^r^ see physical facilities and students in *jction in tlie tv/elvc vocational 
programs conducted ati||JcDuf f 5e. 



1/ Paper presented at tht^ Rural Sociology Section of the Annual Meeting of 
the Southern Association of Agricultural Scientists, Mubi le, Alabaf^a, February 

2/ Associate Professor and Agricultural Rese^ircli Associate, Ocpartnient of 
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j. Aft*-r thiv urjgntdlion *?c$viun, interoblud students md>.«; .jj^plico** 
tlon to uttcnd llcDuffic the follov/i'ruj year. In thH application, ti)0 students 
Indicate their fir>/t <jnd second choI<;e of vocaltonrjl progrom at McDuffle. 
They also provide information about first semester (nintii grade) grades, 
jttondcJucc records, ond achievemnt and aptitude test scores. 

k. Counselors from jjcDuffie conduct persona! interv<ev/s at the junior 
high schools' v/i th u.ich of the applicants* 

5. The ^.election Cornrnfttee at fIcDuffie considers all applicants. Ap- 
plicant*^ are accepted within, the physical liniitations of the faciliticc. For 
tiiC past several years, the number of applicants has exceeded the facilities. 
Reject ion'i hom been based primarily on failin<^ grad^^ and pocr -Iteodance 
records of tj)e applicants. 



Purpose 

The purpose of this paper is to compare the educational and occupational 
aspirations and expectations of tenth gj^adc students^ in a vocational high 
school v/i th those of tenth yr.ade students in '*normal** h5<jh schools in the 
sarac geographic area. 



S ource o f Data 

As slated above, the data were collected during the school /ear of 1972 
as a. part of Southern Regional Research Project S-Ol. /lore detailed infor- 
f ^.'Jon on South Carolina s participation in tiris project is included in a 
previous report ' tenth-graders present on the day of the interviev/ 

in the three schools are included in the report. Ho attempt v/as niade to 
secure data from students absent on the <Jay uf the inlerview. The distri- 
bution of the students interviev/ed in the school.? by color and ^^oa is shown 
in Table 1 . 



O ccupational Aspirations 

The open-ended question used to determine occupational aspirations v/as 
stated as fo)lo*/s: **lf you v/ere completely free to choose any job, what would 
you desire rnost as your lifetime Job?** Respondents v/ere requested to list 
specific jobs rather than to give general ansv/ers such as 'V;ork at the m?lP\ 
Jobs listed v/crc coded into an adaptation of the Bureau of Census classifica- 
tion. Jobs such as professional athletes and entertainers v/ere classified as 
**(jl afiour*^ and aspirations for jobs In the *irme*d services were lifted as 
"military**. The distribution of occupational aspirations of the students by 



3/ Uoyd, Virlyn A*, **Aspi rat ions , expectations, and Attitudes of South 

CarolTna llign School Students,** A£ 335> Department ol Agricultxiral Lconofaics 

and Rural Sociology, South Carolina Agricultural C/.pcrimcnt Station, Clemson 

University, Clems^on, South Carolina, September 1370. 
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Tab]ii I. Oi*^triDut«on of fcnth-Crad^j StuJ'^Ml':, in tao Three High Zchool$ in 
An<Jer^>on Coyniy, Si>uth Carvlin-j, by Color .i(j<i Sex, 157i* 
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color is Included in Table 2. flot surprising!/, a higher proportion of the 
white mdle^ at Hanna and Westside thon at HcDuffie aspired to jobs classified 
as professional and technical. Conversely, jobs classified as craftsnien and 
operatives were chosen by a disproportionate number of the white males at 
McDuffie. The small number of black males choosing to 90 to V/estside precluded 
comparing of occupational aspirations of nonwhite males by choice of school. 

The major disparities in the occupational aspirations of the female students 
v/ere that a 'higher proportion of female tentli-gradcrs at Wanna and V/estside 
chose occupations classified as professional and /jlaf^^our- The HcOuffie girls 
disproportionately clx>se jobs in the categories of clerical and sales and ser- 
vice v/orkers* 



Occupational Expectations 

As a part of the research in the S^8l project, an attempt has been made 
to distinguish betv/ccn aspirations and expectations. The responses to the 
question concerning what jobs the students actually expected to h<3vc ,vhun they 
becarfic adults are sumr^^arized in Table 3* Examination of IhKt data on occupa- 
tional at»pi rations {Table 2) and occupational expectations (Table 3) indicate 
that the latter are nore realistic. For example the proportion expecting 
"glajiiour*^ occupations is tower than those aspiring to tho:^e occupations. Sim- 
ilarly, a much higher proportion of all sex and color groups expect jobs in 
the classification of cTwrical and sales and operatSvtJS than aspire to jobs 
In those categories-^ 
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Educational Aspirations 



The data on educational aspirations were obtained from the responses 
fo the question: 'Mf you could have as much schooling as you desire, 
which of the following wpuld yo^ do? (fiircle only on<? number): 

1. Quit school right now. 

2. Complete high school. 

3* Complete a business, cocomercial, electronics, or some other technical 

prox^ram after finishing high school. 
k. Graduate from junior colli2jge (2 years). 
5* Graduate from a college or university. 

6* Complete additional studijes after grixiuating from a college or 
un iversi ty J* 

The students who elected to attend the vocational high school indicated 
lower educational aspirations than did those students enrolled in the other 
two hi.gh £.chools. These data are presented in Table k. For all color and 
sex groups, a larger pYoportfon of the McDuffie students did not e;<press a 
desire for any education beyond Jxigh school. Conversely, except for bJack 
females, a higher proportion of students at Honna and Westside than at 
McDuffie indicated a desire to go to graduate school. In general, the 
expressed educational aspirations of these students are congruent with their 
choice of a vocational high school. 



Educationa 1 Expectation^^ 

In addition to educational aspirations, respondents were requested to 
indicate the level of education they expected to achieve. Answers to this 
question su«mnarized In Table 5 are in the same general pattern as those for 
^ucational aspirations in the previous table. Educational expectations 
gilre somewhat lower than aspirations* A larger proportion of the students 
at Hanna and Westside aspire to and expect to achieve more forma! education 
than do the students, at McOuffie. 



Conclusions 

The data presented in this paper sjjpport the hypothesis that the educa- 
-tional and occupational aspirations of students who elect to attend a 
vocational high school differ from those of students attending conventional 
high schools, A lower proportion of students in the yocationa'l liigh school 
indicated a job prel^rence for the profeisiona! and technical occupations. 
This was true of all color and sex groups except the nonwhite males where 
the small number precludes drawing any conclusions. Among both white and 
nonwhite females, a larger proportion of the vocational students expressed 
an aspiration for jobs classed as clerical and sales and as service workers. 

With regard to educational aspirations, with the exception of nonwhite 
females, a smaller proportion of the vocational students indicated an 
interest in college and graduate school. Conversely, more of the vocational 
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high school students indicated the dei^ire to <^nd their foriua! trointni? 
with high school or vocational school. 



These responses* are not unexpected but they do indicate that the 
students choice of a^voc^tional curriculum in high school is congruent with 
their educational and occupational aspirations. 
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